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November 1, 2016
To:
Mayor Traber and Members of the Corvallis City Council

From:
League of Women Voters of Corvallis, Laura Lahm Evenson, President
Subject: 
Update Corvallis Land Development Code by Including Earthquake Hazards Map, 
Corvallis Crustal Fault 
The League of Women Voters of Corvallis is concerned that there is a serious omission in the Corvallis Land Development Code (LDC): the Hazards Maps do not include the Corvallis crustal fault. League feels that this should be remedied by updating the LDC and Section 4.7 of the Comprehensive Plan as soon as possible.

The Corvallis Crustal Fault has been recognized and mapped by the Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries (DOGAMI). Faults have subsequently been included in the hazards maps of Yamhill, Marion, Polk, Linn, Benton, and Lane Counties, and the City of Albany’s Hazards Maps. Further, the Benton County Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan’s Steering Committee recently completed a risk assessment of nine potential hazards facing the County. They ranked the top two hazards as a Cascadia earthquake and Corvallis crustal fault earthquake. Landslides were also on the list.

The Corvallis’ LDC Hazards Maps account for threats posed by landslides and flooding, but do not include earthquake hazards despite the fact that the Corvallis crustal fault is the largest in western Oregon. We feel that this is a serious omission, particularly in light of the fact that the City has an earthquake mitigation plan with seven action items. This mitigation plan, dated November 18, 2007, has led to the ongoing retrofitting of City buildings and infrastructure to address future seismic activity.

Clearly, the City recognizes the significant threat posed by earthquakes. We feel strongly that the City should also formally recognize the Corvallis crustal fault as a hazard in its LDC. Statewide Goal 7 (Areas Subject to Natural Hazards) specifically identifies earthquakes as a natural hazard. It also provides specific planning and implementation guidelines, including: 

“1. Evaluate the risk to people and property based on the new inventory information and an assessment of:

a. the frequency, severity and location of the hazard;

b. the effects of the hazard on existing and future development;

c. the potential for development in the hazard area to increase the frequency

 and severity of the hazard; and

d. the types and intensities of land uses to be allowed in the hazard area.

2. Allow an opportunity for citizen review and comment on the new inventory information and the results of the evaluation and incorporate such information into the comprehensive plan, as necessary.

3. Adopt or amend, as necessary, based on the evaluation of risk, plan policies and implementing measures consistent with the following principles:

a.
avoiding development in hazard areas where the risk to people and property cannot be


mitigated; and

b. prohibiting the siting of essential facilities, major structures, hazardous facilities and special occupancy structures, as defined in the state building code (ORS 455.447(1) (a)(b)(c) and (e)), in identified hazard areas, where the risk to public safety cannot be mitigated, unless an essential facility is needed within a hazard area in order to provide essential emergency response services in a timely manner.”

The League supports regulation of natural hazard lands where development could endanger life and property. Thus, in the interest of keeping our infrastructure sound and ensuring that future land development takes into account these recognized hazards, we respectfully request that the Council direct City staff to amend the Land Development Code to include an Earthquake Hazards Map and update the corresponding sections of the Comprehensive Plan and the Land Development Code. 
Thank you very much for your consideration of our concerns.
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