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November 3, 2016

To: 	Mayor Traber and Members of Corvallis City Council 

From:	Laura Lahm Evenson, President
	League of Women Voters of Corvallis

Subject: Approval of a Construction Excise Tax


The League of Women Voters of Corvallis position on “Housing” includes the following statement:  “The City and County should aggressively support the development of low income housing units.”
 
The League of Women Voters of Corvallis urges City Council to support the staff report recommending the implementation of an Affordable Housing Construction Excise Tax (CET).  Such a tax is currently in place in Portland and is being considered by the cities of Hood River and Eugene.  A CET was one of the tools included in SB 1533 and as such has the support of the League of Oregon Cities.

As noted in the staff report, a CET collected at the rates recommended in the final report of the Housing Development Task Force would yield approximately $568,000 annually.  The revenue would be used to support affordable housing and development programs.  This is particularly significant in the face of declining federal revenues targeted for affordable housing.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Corvallis is at a crisis point in terms of having housing that is affordable to low income and working families.  Passing this CET is one step towards addressing this crisis.

Thank you for your consideration of the request.
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